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acting'fbr the Sei^bfr ’in' aa&lhfrffi of a pfesi- 

dentdal nominee, Mr. Jhn A. J McCone; for confirmation by the Senate as Director of < 
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the* Central intelligence Agency. ' She eiotlon of the Senate under a constitutionally; 
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defined responsibility will, as you the aienibers of this Oosnittee know, depend 
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primarily upon your reccnmeadations. 

This is one of the -most laportan^ confirmations whloh the Senate is 
called upon to make, jn j^ '^pinion, it ranks in importance ahead of most Cabinet 
confirmation* for several reasons: because of the Importance of the work of the 
CIA, the relative freedom of action given the head of the ClAand to his subordinates, 
and the lack, under existing practice*, of'any continuing direction or of effective 
review of CIA activities by the Oongress. • ; . • 

I have in the past supported and advocated establishment of a Joint 
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Committee of the^iftnagxess to exercise continuing supervision over the activities of 
the CIA, someihaijlh: 'the. same annner that the Joint Ccffia&ttee on Atomic Energy 
operates. If such: a committee existed, the choice of the head of the CIA and 
Senate confirmation would not be so demanding. . 


Ther^ is no regular or normal procedure in existence or in use today, by 
vhlch committees of the Congress are consulted or informed of CIA activities* 

During a discussion of a proposed Joint Oosnittee on Central Intelligence on the floor 
of the Senate on Apr^.1 9, 1956, Senator Mansfield asked, "Bow mahy times does CIA 
request a meeting with the particular subcommittees of the Appropriations Committee 
’ and the Armed Services Committee. . . . " Senator Sal tons tall, a member of both 

committees, replied, * . .at least twice a year that happens in the Armed Services 
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Committee and at least once a year it happens in the Appropriations Committee. I 



